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2.     

    371/6398,  4-6 

 932. 

Excellency, 

We have the honour, in accordance with the decision passed in 
the Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem  

August 2nd, 1921, to submit to your Excellency a question of a great 
importance for the peace and tranquility of the Mother of Churches, 
and we trust that due consideration will be given to it by Your Excel-
lency. 

His Beatitude, the Patriarch of Alexandria, Photios, who was a 
member of the Church of Jerusalem, held high posts in our Patriarchate, 
and afterwards was consecrated as Metropolitan of the Holy See of 
Nazareth, since his transfer to the Most Holy Apostolic and Patriarchal 
throne of Alexandria in 1900 did not      troubles to the 
Church, which gave him shelter and brought him up, the Most Holy 
Motherof Churches, and do all things which would lead to the insult 
of its legal Head. . 

Thus in 1908, when an illegal sedition was declared against us, 
by a very few selfish brothers, who have been followed by some simple 
ones, His Beatitude, the Patriarch of Alexandria,  this anti-
canonical attitude by all means, and did his  best for our deposi-
tion from the Throne, which by the will  God we serve . The charges 
which were brought against us, were altogether contrary to the canons 
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of our Church, as well as  the preyailing customs, and therefore as 
being groundless they have  been taken  consideration either 
by the ecclesiastica1, or by the political authorities. 

After a short time those members of our Church who were going 
astray, returned  the canonical and right way, and  Beatitude, the 
Patriarch of Alexandria, Photios, alone insisted upon his anticanonical 
views, and continued his policy,  takinginto consideration the com-
mandments of Qur Lord, Who imposses upon  followers  love their 
enemies. He publicly utters words of insult and hatred against the Head 
of our Churchj he avails himself of every opportunity  order  
terfere  the affairs of our Church and cause troubles and disturban-
ces  our Patriarchate, and he has striken out our name from the dip-
tychs, although there   decision of a competent canonical tri-
bunal which deprives us of our Patriarchal function, by virtue of which 
he can act  such a manner. 

Nevertheless up  the present day, adhereing  the Holy Ca-
 of our Church, we did  condescend  express any complaint 

against  anticanonical actions, trusting that they will be judged by 
the Highest Judge of us  and we continued  commemorate his 
name  the Holy Services, and as long as he was waging a dangerless 
war against us, we used  pass over his actions  silence. 

But whereas he has lately cast away al1 decency, and he acts 
against the Holy Canons of our Church, giving shelter  every rioter 
against us, who   himwithout the required ecclesiastical docu-
ments, foments every sedition  our Church, and arbitrarily accepts 

 this diocese the clergymen who desert from our Church, andwithout 
any permission co-officiates with them, and 

Wbereas some of the Bishops of our Church leave their dioceses 
without canonial permission, neglect all their pastoral duties towards 
their spiritual flock, and are welcomed by him, while other Bishops 
revolt against us, arbitrarily abstain from all religious duties, and 
especially from the most important duty of service at the Holy Places, 
which notwithstanding our very old age and the fatigue of the dai1y 
administrationwe never neglect, and do such actions, which are against 

.the Holy canons of our Church, and are backed up by the Patriarch 
of Alexandria, and encouraged  actions calculated  lead  the ruin 
of the Most Holy Mother of Churches, and 

Whereas he continually disseminates through the weekly perio-
dical  the officail organ of thePatriarchate of Alexandria, 
news regarding our Patriarchate, which are contrary  truth, and 
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liable  cause great scandals and divisions between the inhabitants 
 Palestine (Cf. PANTAENOS VoI. 13,  19, date May 7,1921, page 

329, and \Tol. 13  28, dated July 9, 1921, page 481), and 
Whereas such ilIegal actions disturb the order  our Church, 

and are liable  lead  the danger  its annihilation, 
We, therefore, hereby protest energeticaIly  our ExcelIency 

against the conduct  the said Patriarch  Alexandria, Photios, and 
request you  effect, through the proper channels, that he should be 
obliged  restore the canonical relations between the Patriarchate  
Alexandria and that  Jerusalem, and  cease altogether  interfere 
in any way whatever in the affairs  our Church and disturb the pre-
vailing order. 

With best wishes and the ..assurance  our distinguishe d 
deration, we remain, 

ours faithfully, 

(S  g n e d) 

The Patriarch  Jerusalem, Damianos. 
Archimandrite Gerassimos, Guardian  the Holy Sepulchre. 
Archimandrite Agathangellos, Superior  the Monastery  

Galilee. 
Archimandrite Panteleimon, Chairman  the Financial Commit-

tee. 
Archimandrite Dossitheos, Chairman  the Educational Com-

mittee. 
Archimandrite Theodoritos, Dragoman  the Central Convent. 
Archdeacon Kleopas, Grand Archdeacon  the Throne  Jeru-

salem. 
Archimandrite Athanassios, Patriarchal Representative  Moscow. 
Archemandrite Methodios, Chairman  the Belief Committee. 
Archimandrite Meliton, Assist /Chairman  the Financial Com-

mittee. 
Archimandrite Anastassios, Patriarchal Parson. 
Archimandrite Epiphanios, Secretary  the Holy Synod. 
Archimandrite Aristarchos, Director  the Patriarchal ColIege. 
Archimandrite Timotheos, Chief Secretary  the Patriarchate. 

Jerusalem,  
August  /16, 1921.  
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3.       (1935) 

BIBLE LANDS,tom.  (1935), s.640 
ORTHODOX PATRIARCH (ELECTION) 

ORDINANCE,  21 OF 1935. 

An Ordinance  Make Pro"ision For 
The Election of the Orthodox 

Patriarch in Jerusalem. 

Whereas the  of the Orthodox Patriarch  Jerusalem is 
governed by Ottoman Imperial Regulations of 1875 (generalIy known 
and hereinafter referred   the Fundamental Law): 

And whereas doubts exist as .  the interpretation of certain 
provisions of the Fundamental Law: 

And whereas  is desirable that such doubts should be  
 order that t he Orthodox Pa triarch  Jerusalem may be elected : 

Be  enact ed by the High Commissioner for Palestine with the 
advice of the Advisory Council thereof: 

Short Title. 
1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Orthodox Patriarch 

 Ordinance 1935. 

Interpretation of Certain Terms in the FundamentJll Law. 
2.  theinterpretation  the Fundamental Law, 
a) Any reference to the Sultan of Turkey shalI be construed as 

reference to  Majesty the Kingj 
b) Any reference to the Grand Vizier or the Grand Vizierate or 

the Sublime Porte, shall be construed as reference  the Secretary of 
State. 

 Any reference to the Mutessarif shall be construed as a reference 
 the High Commissioner j 

d) «Subjects of  Imperial Majesty» shall be construed as 
meaning persons who  or before 1914, were subjects   Imperial 
Majesty the Sultan of Turkey. 

Constitution of Spiritual Council. 
3. The Spiritual Council charged by Article 6 of the Fundamental 

Law with the nomination of candidate for the Patriarchate shall 
sist of the Holy Synod and the Metropolitans and Bishops summoned 
under Article 5 of the Fundamental Law. 
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 by   Council. 
4. The nominations by the Spiritual Council made under the 

provisions of Article 6 of the Fundamental Law shall be made  the 
presence of the married priests from each Metropolis and Bishopric 
who under Article 5 of the Fundamental Law are directed  be  
J erusalem within the specified time  order  be present as represen-
tatives of the people at the Council of Election. 

 for Election ·   

5.  otwithstanding anything contained  Article . 12 of the 
Fundamental Law  shall  be necessary that the following qualifi-
cation shall be held by a candidate  order that he may be elected as 
Patriarch, that   say, that he has served for the successive years 
with ability and without any default  a Metropolis. 

24th May, 1935.   WAUCHOPE, 
High Commissioner. 


