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  Theology      Theology  the  
 Part   Pau!  VanBnren. San  Hal'per and Row, 

1983, Pg'. 362. 

The present work is t!le second  of a proposed four  work  
the Christian theo!ogy of the Jewish  T!le first  DisceI'ning the  
seryed as a pro!egomenon to the entire wor!{. 

The author is an Episcopa! Priest and professor of theo!ogy at Temp!e 
  the ear!y sixties Professor VanBuren made great  as a «death of 

God theo!ogian»  his boo!{, The     Gospel. Apparent!y  

the ninetecn eig'l1ties he made a one-hundred eighty degTee turn about, seeking' to 
understand the God and peop!e of the Bib!e. 

The purpose of the present wor!{ is to work-out a theo!ogy of the reality of 
the peop!e Israel. The issues discussed are Israe!'s present rea!ity and its own 
derstanding of its re!ation  God, and the unbroI{en' continuity of God's 
nant through the ages to the present day. His definition of such atheo!ogy is t!le 
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agonlzlng dealing with the past unj ust actions agains t Israel and the need for 
Christians to accept that «... Israel is indeed comn1issioned by God to be his 
witness before the world ... »  21). Professor VanBuren treats the following impor-
.tant topics  eleven chapters.  the Introduction he discusses the problem, defi-

 necessit)7 and goa] of a Chl'istian theology.  the subsequent chapters he 
spealu;  imporlanl issues such as Israel's teslimony to creation, the reality and 
risk of creation, Israel's eleclion and lhe nalions, covenant and history, lhe righl-
eousness of God, the people of Israel, Torah: Israel's life  generosity, Israel and 
J esus, the wi tness of Israel 's rejeclion of CJ1ristianity, Israel's mission and the Church 's 
service  Israel. As lhe au lhor reflecls  these lopics he aIso agonizes  the fac  

lhat the Christian people not  rejected the Jews, lhe people of God, but through 
negative statements by theologians and preachers helped to bring about the· 
holocaust of lhe Jewish people. 

The impol'tance of lhe covenanl of God wilh His people Israel is discussed 
and that the author points out that the «promise» and the «covenant» that God made 
wilh Abraham is continued tiJl today by lhe Canon and lhe Jewish people. He states 
lhat:  God began  choosing Abraham he has continued and is yel contin-
tling  Abraham's descendants, the Jewish people. What God began  AbrahaIn, 
]1e is a]so continuing  raising  from the Gentiles a community, the Church, to be 
an auxiliary of his original election, and only   days finally just beginning  

assume the cooperative role which  was designed to play alongside the people  
his election.»  145). God «chose» the Je\vs «to be his people, to be holy as he holy, 

 walk  his ways.»  157). The covenant continues because God is true and is faith'-
 to His word of promise.  says lhal «God is faithful  his covenant with Israel; 

the covenanl will endure and therefore tl1e J ewish people have endured and will 
endure.  God has also shown his fidelity to choose the Gentiles who have heard 
and trusted God's promise to Israel, the Christian Church.»  178) Jesus Christ.·as 
God's purpose was to carry-oul the fullness of the promise  made to Abraham. 
Professor VanBuren says that «Jesus  Israel is the goal, the telos, of the Tor,ah, 
for he is Israe] effectively en1igl1tening the Gentiles, so that all those who trust this 
new righteousness of God may be accepted by God».  240). For the Jews, 8inai 
is central, that is, «God gave Moses Torah -instruction- for the people of Israel» 
and Israel accepted God's Torah at 8inai and claims that «it \vas a definitive meet-
ing  God with Israel as a people.»  153). The people of God remain such as long 
as they are failhful  His righteousness. The  and «covenant» God made 
to Abraham is indeed manifested today by the community of God, the Church, 
and the Jews as God's people. The l'enewal of the covenant also affirms God's faith-
fulness  both Jews and Christians. As to lhe queslion: does 81. Paul teaches lhal 
tl1e «covenant» of God with the Jews has been abrogated, Professor VanBuren 
interprets the term «te]os» as tl1e goal rather than "terminus». 80 God's covenant 
wilh the J ews remains as a bond  God \vith His  forever. Though the tra-
ditional hermenuetical approach has been that the «telos»  the law is also the 
abrogation of God's covenant with tl1e Jews, VanBuren follows the interpretalion 

 L. Gaston, who sees that Cl1rist died «to accomplish the goal of the Torah not 
only for Israel bul also for the Gentiles. Though 81. Patil  deeply that his 
fellow Jews did not accept «the new chapter  the story  Israel»  322), he 
would  claim that God rejected His people. 
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Professor VanBuren strongly emphasizes the "burden of the past» of the ha-
tred and scorn for the Jews. The world persecutes and   persecnte God's 
people and unfortunately the Church has taken the side of the world against the 
J ews. He says, "the Church has done great harm to itse1f by taking the world's side 
against the J ews, indeed by Jeading the yvorld  anti-J ewishness,»  330) The 
author points out that Jesus "did   his lifetime, and has  since his resur-
rection, cal1ed his people Israel away from their life  fidelity  Torah, as their 
covenanted service  God,  order  enter the Genti1e Church.»  350). 

The  work has many merits and deserves  be read by Christians and 
J ewish theologians  understand the need of cJear theology  the people Israel and 
God's continued covenant with them. 

One of the regrettable terms that is constantIy used  reference  Christians 
and their Christian Church is  Professor VanBuren correctly states that 
"Gentile» and idolators» have been synonymous terms  Israel's tradition ... The 
Genti1e, the non-Jew, was therefore assumed  be a worshipper of idols ...»  130). 
Even though Professor VanBuren makes this definition he continues to use the term 
to refer to the "Gentile Church» and "Gentile Christians».  term was used by Jeyvs 

 distinguish themselves as monotheists from the pagan idol worshipers. The 
Christian Church, if recognized, as Professor VanBuren proposes, as emerging 
from the heart of Judaism must be rejected as "Gentile»  an idolotrous church and 
emphasized as the community  worships the  true God. The Christian view 
of God as  does not detract from the monotheistic understanding of the God 
of Scriptures and therefore  not be misunderstood as polytheistic  tritheistic. 
Also the fol1owing' statement is unclear: "The Hel1enization,   speak of the 
Byzantinization, of the Church was the almost unavoidable price of the Chris-
tianization of the Hel1enistic and Byzantine worlds.»  323). This statment does 

 make sense to me. If  means that the Church became pagan  departed from 
the ScripturaI belief of God, the leal'ned professor is mistaken. 

 must also  out that at the end of the book he makes reference  the 
New Testament  as the "Apostolic Writings». This is confusing because the 
New Testament is Scripture for al1 Christians whereas Apostolic Writings referred 

 writings subsequent to  New Testament such as  and others. What-
ever the professor's purpose was  doing this,   adds  confusion instead of 
clarifying and simplifying the issues for greater understanding' among Christians 
and Jews. 

 this volume  the theology of Israel, the author breaks new ground. Per-
haps many  his positions are radical and may  be acceptable to some, neverthe-
Iess, al1 Christian theologians 11ave  do some hard thinking  the issues discussed 

 this book.  addition, modern critical  for interpreting Scriptures 
must be  understood and used  the field of systematic theology. VanBu-

 raises the issues of the covenant at Sinai, the Torah and the relationship of J esus 
Christ  the J ewish people. 

The volume is wel1 documented with contemporary and early literature, 
giving ref.erences  the footnotes for further reading. The author also provides a 
<lG!ossary», reference  ScI'iptures and Apostolic Writings and Rabbinic Writings 
as wel1 as an index  names that is helpful  the reader. 

Rev. GEORGE C.   ADEMETRIOU 


